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Exploring how Christianity became a world religion, this brief history examines Christian missions

and their relationship to the current globalization of Christianity.  A short and enlightening history of

Christian missions: a phenomenon that many say reflects the single most important intercultural

movement over a sustained period of human history Offers a thematic overview that takes into

account the political, cultural, social, and theological issues Discusses the significance of missions

to the globalization of Christianity, and broadens our understanding of Christianity as a multicultural

world religion Helps Western audiences understand the meaning of mission as a historical process

Contains several new maps that illustrate demographic shifts in world Christianity
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Christianity is the religion of the colonizers bent on destroying cultures and dominating people. Or

so we learn from popular depictions of the history of Christianity. By analyzing the impact of such

crucial forces as globalization, history, gender, conversion, and Bible translation on the worldwide

expansion of Christianity, Dana Robert has provided a superb rejoinder to this stereotype. Robert's

book should be compulsory reading for all who are interested in understanding the expansion of the

world's largest religion.

Christian Mission by Dana L. Robert was an insightful book and one that was enjoyable and

interesting to read. She places a special emphasis in her study upon how the gospel incarnated



itself in different ways as it passed from one culture to another. She begins by using a modern

illustration of how youth in the Cold War era Soviet Union got a hold of a Jesus Christ Superstar

sound tract and how that sound tract opened them up to the gospel. She then goes back to the first

century church and traces how the gospel became the world religion.She begins be describing how

Christianity is really the only universal world religion with it existing in every nation. She then

explains why she believes this is: the adaptability of the faith. She traces how the message has

been able to be faithfully presented but still "incarnated" in different cultures. This is the lens she

uses to study the history of mission.As a youth minister, I appreciated the time she took out to study

the connection between youth discipleship movements and the student missionary movement of the

late 19th century. I also found interesting her comparison of St. Patrick here in Ireland (where I live)

and the African apostle Bernard Mizeki. She also highlights the unique contributions women have

made in the cause of world mission. In fact, she devotes a whole chapter to the subject and

introduced me to Annalena Tonelli, an apparently well known and important woman missionary in

Africa that I was previously unaware of.It was a good book. I learned a good deal and recommend it.

Well written book - required reading for my UMC Mission class - had some good historical

information and ideas for the way forward for mission in today's culture!

I had to buy this book for a class. It has good info in it. I'm planning on keeping it after my class is

over.

Excellent history of the Christian Church in the west and how it came to be.
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